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Comparing crime rates in Omaha and Four other Cities
[bookmark: _Toc68813195]Abstract 
Crime refers to an illegal deed of commission or omission of an offense that the appropriate authority punishes by law. This paper investigated the trends in robbery, murder, aggravated assault, rape, auto theft, burglary, and theft crime rate for five similar cities (Omaha, Mesa, Colorado Springs, Arlington, and Virginia Beach). The rate of change was calculated and this represented the percentage increase or decrease in crime rate. The objective of this research work was to analyze the rate of crime in Omaha and then compare the results with the rate in other four similar cities to help find a better way of managing crime in this city (Pyrooz et al 2016). To achieve this set objective, a qualitative analysis will be conducted on the crime data retrieved from Federal Bureau Investigation Uniform Crime Reporting (FBI UCR) to draw a conclusion on which cities to seek help to help Omaha find a solution for its increasing rate of crime.










[bookmark: _Toc68813196]Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Crime refers to an illegal deed of commission or omission of an offense that the appropriate authority punishes by law. There are several types of crimes: property crime, victimless or consensual crime, organized, white-collar, personal crimes, and violent crime. Personal crimes are offenses like rape, murder, robbery, and property crime, like arson and burglary. A white-collar crime is an offense executed by an individual of high social status and in line with their profession, and organized crime involves a crime executed by a team of individuals by disseminating and selling illicit services and goods. The crime rate has proven to be significantly increasing, with people across all gender, class, and race committing different types of crime every day for one reason or the other. This issue is alarming and has raised judicial concerns to the U.S government (Friedman et al., 2017). Therefore, this research aims to assess the pleasing effect of the police department on the crime rate by looking at crimes like theft, murder, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, auto theft, and burglary in Omaha, Nebraska, and compare it with the rate in four other cities with similar population for a period of five years (from 2013-2017).
Studying the trends of crimes for the last seven years gives a clear and elaborate view of how serious this issue of crime is as of now. These trends show how the police departments in the United States have failed and need to step up and analyze their leadership roles as they find ways to come up with solutions to remedy the situation. It is because of this reason that we conduct this research to compare these alarming rates of crime in the city of Omaha with those in four other cities to study their trends and perhaps study how differently they handle their crimes to allow the police department in Omaha to borrow their strategies and apply them in correcting situation at hand. The main issues that emerge from the above research problem are; lack of cooperation from fellow police officers, lack of government support, and lack of cooperation from the ordinary citizen that needs protection (Friedman et al., 2017). For this research to be successful and bear appealing results, the citizens, the government, and our colleagues should come together to ensure that they achieve a universal goal.
[bookmark: _Toc68813197]Literature Review  
Research shows that the records and statistical data on crime are traced right before the days of colonization. Since then, there has been a fluctuation of the crime rate with a surge in the 1900s during the Second World War, particularly on personal crimes like murder taking the lead. Between the years 1970 and 1990, sources show a ridiculous increase in crime, up to four times for violent crime and twice for property crime. However, after 1990, the crime rate is reported to have decreased uniformly until recently when the law enforcement unit has reported increasing trends. A report which the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation gave about crime shows that property and violent crimes are the most leading crime cases in the U.S (Herek, 2017). Property crimes include offenses like; car theft, larceny, arson, and burglary, while violent crimes entail crimes like robbery, rape, murder, gang violence, and aggravated assault.
The fundamental crime angle focuses on the victim, crime type, location, its rate and severity, and the offender himself. During the investigation, these are the considerations that the law enforcement unit looks at as they probe the individuals involved. Trends from 2013 to 2017 indicate an increasing crime rate as it shows that the levels of offenses in the city of Omaha are continuing to rise annually at the rate of 5%. In addition to that, this city records the highest crime rate of over 70% greater than the nationwide average which translates to one victim of a crime in every 24 individuals (Herek, 2017). Therefore, as the Chief of Police, it is wise to step up and organize for an assessment that would help in analyzing these the leadership styles in this department to help understand how it affects the levels of crime in this city.
[bookmark: _Toc68813198]Proposed Theoretical Model
This study will cover a comparison between crime rates in Omaha city and those in the cities of Mesa, Colorado Springs, Arlington, and Virginia Beach and its focus will be on crimes like; robbery, murder, aggravated assault, rape, auto theft, burglary, and theft. The objective of the study is to assess crime rates in five cities with similar population sizes and find out the strategies they are using to maintain their crime rates at low levels. There are various theories of crime and they include; classical, biological, and sociological theories. The classical theory assumes that an offense is a result of a person’s willpower, the biological theory assumes that people are genetic beings who may pass their behaviors to the following generation, and sociological theory assumes that weak family connections encourage misconduct. Poverty and high rates of unemployment are among the leading causes of crime (Chalfin & McCrary, 2018). The literature review available indicates that different scholars have used these theories before and this study will use a concept that is similar to theirs in the way that they make a judgment about situations. 
[bookmark: _Toc68813199]Research Design
The data to be used in this study will be generated from FBI Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR). The major limitation includes doing numerous calculations of the rate of change that may be tedious and time-consuming. The variables that will be used are the name of the cities and the number of crimes per 100 000 people. This study is mainly quantitative and the statistical technique suitable for testing the generated data would be a frequency table (Chalfin et al., 2018). The percentage changes will be calculated by determining the change, then dividing the change by the original value, and then multiplying the value by 100. 

[bookmark: _Toc68813200]Expected Outcomes
This research would help the law enforcement unit to develop strategies that it could use to improve its leadership and reduce the high crime rate in Omaha city. It would also result in an enhancement of the original studies as it compares the rate of changes in the crime rate across five cities which would help in studying the trends in these cities and perhaps borrow their approaches of managing crime rates at low levels so that the police department in Omaha city can also use them to reduce the crime rate (Banks et al., 2016). Consequently, there will be a peaceful city with few or no crime cases which eventually results in increased standards of living and a rise in economic level.
	City
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	Omaha City
	2013
	718
	42
	1505
	184
	2080
	3509
	12519
	20557

	
	2014
	723
	32
	1523
	180
	3146
	2997
	12910
	21511

	Rate of Change
	
	0.7%
	-24%
	1.2%
	-2.2%
	51%
	-15%
	3%
	5%

	
	2015
	655
	48
	1452
	174
	2543
	2160
	11558
	18590

	Rate of Change
	
	-9%
	50%
	-5%

	-3%

	-14%

	-28%

	-10%

	-14%

	
	2016
	610
	29
	1647
	245
	3125
	2111
	11571
	19338

	Rate of Change
	
	-7%
	-40%
	13%
	41%
	23%
	-2%
	0.1%
	4%

	
	2017
	625
	31
	1843
	410
	3500
	2088
	11849
	20346

	Rate of Change
	
	2%
	7%
	12%
	67%
	12%
	-1%
	2%
	5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	City
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	Mesa City
	2013
	478
	22
	1104
	203
	952
	2357
	9607
	14723

	
	2014
	469
	13
	1385
	252
	838
	2358
	9744
	15059

	Rate of Change
	
	-2%
	-41%
	25%
	24%
	-12%
	0.04%
	1%
	2%

	
	2015
	408
	16
	1307
	241
	825
	2219
	8861
	13877

	Rate of Change
	
	-13%
	23%
	-6%
	-4%
	-2%
	-6%
	-9%
	-8%

	
	2016
	450
	19
	1310
	272
	860
	1950
	8404
	13265

	Rate of Change
	
	10%
	19%
	0.2%
	13%
	4%
	-12%
	-5%
	-4%

	
	2017
	454
	23
	1318
	252
	884
	1878
	7930
	12739

	Rate of Change
	
	0.9%
	21%
	0.6%
	-7%
	3%
	-4%
	-6%
	-4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	City
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	Colorado Spring City
	2013
	418
	26
	1079
	370
	1928
	3726
	12521
	20068

	
	2014
	404
	20
	1203
	412
	1646
	2759
	11914
	18358

	Rate of Change
	
	-3%
	-23%
	11%
	11%
	-15%
	-26%
	-5%
	-9%

	
	2015
	376
	25
	1241
	341
	1727
	2414
	12363
	18487

	Rate of Change
	
	-7%
	25%
	3%
	-17%
	5%
	-13%
	4%
	0.7%

	
	2016
	437
	24
	1394
	446
	2073
	2677
	11776
	18827

	Rate of Change
	
	16%
	-4%
	12%
	31%
	20%
	11%
	-5%
	2%

	
	2017
	482
	29
	1479
	489
	2135
	2508
	10571
	17693

	Rate of Change
	
	10%
	21%
	6%
	10%
	3%
	-6%
	-10%
	-6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	City
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	Arlington
City
	2013
	562
	18
	1152
	105
	940
	3181
	10879
	16837

	
	2014
	493
	13
	1142
	206
	906
	2470
	10086
	15316

	Rate of Change
	
	-12%
	-28%
	0.9%
	96%
	-4%
	-22%
	-7%
	-9%

	
	2015
	529
	8
	1201
	208
	878
	2170
	10298
	15292

	Rate of Change
	
	7%
	-38%
	5%
	1%
	-3%
	-12%
	2%
	-0.2%

	
	2016
	557
	21
	1303
	307
	1079
	2115
	9189
	14571

	Rate of Change
	
	5%
	163%
	8%
	0.7%
	23%
	-3%
	-11%
	-5%

	
	2017
	576
	19
	1205
	254
	1360
	1801
	9546
	14761

	Rate of Change
	
	3%
	-10%
	-8%
	-17%
	26%
	-15%
	4%
	1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	City
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	Virginia Beach City
	2013
	304
	17
	269
	140
	445
	1407
	9374
	11956

	
	2014
	252
	17
	284
	107
	365
	1050
	8396
	10471

	Rate of Change
	
	-17%
	0%
	6%
	-24%
	-18%
	-25%
	-10%
	-12%

	
	2015
	270
	19
	234
	103
	435
	956
	8596
	10613

	Rate of Change
	
	7%
	12%
	-18%
	-4%
	19%
	-9%
	2%
	1%

	
	2016
	266
	21
	285
	128
	508
	865
	8485
	10558

	Rate of Change
	
	-1%
	11%
	22%
	24%
	17%
	-10%
	-1%
	-0.5%

	
	2017
	272
	14
	237
	102
	459
	754
	7577
	9415

	Rate of Change
	
	2%
	-33%
	-17%
	-20%
	-10%
	-13%
	-11%
	-11%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc68813201]Data Analysis
The crime rate in Mesa, Colorado Springs, Arlington, and Virginia Beach is significantly low as compared to those in Omaha. From the table above, Omaha city recorded an increase in the crime rate from 2013 to 2017 with just a decrease in 2015. On the other hand, the other four cities recorded a decrease in the crime rate from 2013 to 2017 with an increase in just a single year for each. Therefore, this is clear evidence that their law enforcement unit is doing a great job the city of Omaha should borrow some of their approaches and utilize them in reducing their crime rates.
[bookmark: _Toc68813202]Conclusion 
This study revealed trends in crime rates in five similar cities and this information can be used to determine what these other four cities are doing differently to maintain low crime rates.
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